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The Tet Offensive
1. How did the Tet offensive change the war?
The Tet offensive is a major invasion of South Vietnam that was launched on 31st January 1968 by North Vietnam. The purpose of the offensive was to damage the United States and southern Vietnam (U.S. Involvement in the Vietnam War: The Tet Offensive, 1968). The proponents of the invasion also had the objectives of causing an uprising against the South Vietnam government. They were interested in spreading communism which was against the wishes of South Vietnam and the United States that were big proponents of the capitalist nature. The Tet offensive is credited for changing the war because it weakened the united state support for the war and resulted in the spread of communism. The public opinion of the members of the United States was greatly affected and this saw the support for the war dwindle. Most of the public members were against the war and were ready to see that the conflict came to an end. The administration saw the war as a futile attempt and this made them decide against launching further offensives (The Presidencies of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. 1961–1968). The southern areas was occupied by the north people after the war and this resulted in the spread of communism.
2. How did the CIA and White House understand the conflict by 1969?
The happenings of the war made the CIA and the white house to understand the war differently. There was generation of discussions about the issue of de-escalation and the designing of the accelerated pacification program (Special National Intelligence Estimate, 1969). They resorted to carrying out the program which made a significant contribution in terms of strengthening the political position of the South Vietnam government. The president, together with the CIA, felt that they had to take stern measures to protect the interests that the United States had. There was a general assumption that the war was an avenue for the communist countries to have their way and impose the system on the rest of the countries. The CIA was alive to the fact that the internal stability of the South Vietnam government was set to be tested and the United States was prepared for any eventuality. They asserted that the communist would try as much as possible to combine political action and military efforts to cope with the policies of the United States (Memorandum Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency, 1969). The policies of the new American administration will thus be critical in determining the direction of the war.
3. Was Vietnam a hopeless case?
The Vietnam War was a rather hopeless war for the Americans as they were dealing with determined, committed and patriotic nationalists who believe in their own system of government as opposed to that of the United States. The fact that they believed in the issue of communism made it hard for the United States as it was something that they could not just change. The nationalist had also defeated the French in their struggles to impose another culture and this provided the impetus for the people to wage on with the war. The war was also hopeless due to the fact that the South Vietnam government was not willing to do much, even with the help of the united states. Some people were in agreement with the north and this provided many challenges to the war. Therefore, the war can be termed as hopeless as there were no chances at all for the United States to win the war.
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